
 

Cross of Christ Church Council 
 

Minutes of July 21, 2020 Meeting 

 
Officers P A Pastors P A Cabinets P A Cabinets P A 

Lynn Meyer 
(President) 

X  Linda  
McPeak 

X  Gwen Rostad 

(Finance) 

 X Krin Abraham 
(Personnel) 

X  

Jill Hahn 
(Vice President) 

X      Jessica Brand 
(Youth & Family) 

 X Kathy Olson 
(Worship & Music) 

X  

Paige Markegard 
(Secretary) 

X     Keith Herek 
(C of C Building) 

 X Alysia Woodard 
(Education) 

X  

Patrick Forsyth  
(Fin Admin) 

X     LeRoy Thompson 
 (Stone Church Bldg) 

X  Ellen Hongerholt 
(Stewardship) 

 X 

Amanda 
Langheinrich 
(Financial Sec) 

 X    Joe Brueggen 
(C of C Grounds) 

 X Sue Ferris 
(W/ELCA)   

X  

      Lisa Onsgard/Holly 
Westby 
(Evangelism) 

X  Vacant 
(Youth Rep) 

  

 

President Lynn Meyer called the Zoom video conference meeting to order at 6:04 pm.  
 

Pr. Linda’s devotion was from the book called Holy Everything. The reading was called “Curve Ball”. 
2020 has been full of curve balls, but it is up to us to decide how we are going to react.  
 

1. REPORTS: 
 

a. Senior Pastor’s Report for June 16, 2020 – July 21, 2020 
i. Membership Activity:            

1. Funerals/Memorial Services: Graveside Memorial for Arless Markegard, July 11, 
2020 

2. New Members: N/A 
3. Baptisms: N/A 

ii. Pastoral Acts (these are not all-inclusive, but intended to give the council a good deal 
of guidance) : 

1. Visitations, shared word and sacrament have ceased due to Covid-19 health and 
safety precautions. 

2. Online and phone Pastoral Care - Ongoing exchanges with youth, individuals and 
families who desire to be in conversation about how God is at work in their lives 
through health, healing, grief, faith questions, doubts, challenges and formation. 

3. Mental Health Care Kits – Continuing to accept donations. Thank you to Anne 
Mark and Maxine Dybing for their generous donation of essential oil rollers. We 
also have received other financial gifts (Lynn Meyer $100) and other items for the 
care kits. Seeking volunteers to help put the kits together sometime in August - 
onetime service opportunity for approximately 2 hours. 

4. Developed Cross of Christ Re-Opening 5 Stage Plan. Data used in developing this 
reopening plan has come from Governor’s office, the MN Dept. of Health, the 
CDC, the synod office and the church-wide ELCA, as well as best practices from 
other ELCA congregations. Except for stage 1, we do not yet have specific dates. 
The timing for shifts from stage to stage will be informed by limitations and dates 
set by data provided by above noted resources. This plan is subject to change. 

a. As of June 1, 2020, we are currently in Stage 1 
b. Preparedness Team formed and met via Zoom on June 23 and July 14. 
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c. All congregations must have a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan in place 

before returning to in-person gatherings. Cross of Christ does not have a 
fully completed plan at this time. 

5. Worship & Music 
a. Sunday in person Worship has been suspended until further notice.  SEMN 

Bishop, synod, and RR conference all recommend suspending in-person 
worship until further notice. 

b. Sanctuary Time – meditation, prayer, and quiet reflection in the sanctuary 
each Wednesday afternoon at 4 pm. There is restricted and limited seating. 
Masks and social distancing are requested. 

c. Holy Communion distribution via drive-thru on Sunday, June 21 and July 
19. 

d. Have continued to offer online Facebook Live worship services Sunday 
morning at 10:15 am. Viewership and engagement has been positive and 
higher than expected. 

e. Farewell and Godspeed Blessing for Karen Todd’s retirement on Sunday, 
June 28th. 

f. Guest musicians Ross Knudsen (Jerry and Sharon Knudsen’s son) and 
Karissa Dennis from Farmington Lutheran provide special music and 
accompaniment on Sunday, July 19, 2020. 

g. Gayle Smith and Noah Carlson have filled in for accompaniment as 
Shelley Jerviss’ continues to heal. 

6. Hosted online Zoom Coffee Hour fellowship Sunday mornings at 9:15 am. Will 
continue at this time. 

7. Monthly Bible briefing was provided on Facebook Live for June 25th. Offering 
Outdoor Church time the first and third Tuesday at 10 for VVHCR. 

8. Meet Up and Eat Up has begun to serve bag lunches 5 days a week.  Five Houston 
area churches participate; Bethany Evangelical Free Church, Houston Baptist, 
Looney Valley Lutheran, St. Mary’s Catholic and Cross of Christ Lutheran. 
Received $1000 donation from Houston American Legion Post. The MUEU 
leadership team has agreed to provide each of the participating churches with $300 
to assist in their bag lunch preparations. The MUEU funds will be providing 
supplies and milk for all participating churches. 

iii. Participation in the ministry of our larger Church and Community: 
1. Building Use: MN Census Training Friday, July 31 8am-5pm. Hoedown Royalty 

Candidate Interviews Saturday, July 25, 10am-4pm 
2. Received a donated wheelchair from the family of Arless Markegard for church 

use. 
3. Houston Public Library installed Story Stroll in front of Cross of Christ Church 

along Chase Street sidewalk where it will stay for the next two weeks. Walk over 
at your convenience and read "Mixed: A Colorful Story" by Arree Chung with 
your children. A huge thank you to Cross of Christ for hosting our second Story 
Stroll of the summer. 

4. Root River Pastor Conference Gathered via Zoom on July 14, 2020. Currently 
serving as conference secretary. 

5. Webinar Putting People First: Initial Steps for Addressing Mental Illness in Faith 
Communities on July 14, 2020. The HHS Center for Faith and Opportunity 
Initiatives is part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and acts a 
liaison to the faith communities. 

6. The Houston Area Community Foundation recently received a generous 4x match 
from the Southern MN Initiative Foundation. The money is to be used in the 
community for pandemic related items. The foundation gave $2250 to the pastors 
of the Houston Ministerium to distribute to those in need ($375 to each the 6 
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churches in the community). Gift will be in the form of Houston Bucks. Houston 
Ministerium churches will give out as needed over the next few months. 

iv. Personal 
1. I would like to take off August 17-24, 2020 for vacation time. I still have quite a 

bit to line up and prepare ahead of time, but I would appreciate any support and 
help you can provide in seeing that I am able to take this time off. The August 
church council meeting is scheduled during this time and I would like to propose 
that we reschedule the meeting until Tuesday, August 25. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Pastor, Linda McPeak 
 
Pr. Linda wanted to highlight that the mental health care kits will need to be assembled sometime 
in August. They will need some volunteers to help put these together. It will be approximately 2 
hours of work. If you want to help out, please reach out to Pr. Linda. Pr. Linda also wanted to 
mention that we are required as a congregation to have a preparedness plan created before we open 
our doors for in-person gatherings. The State of MN has provided us with a template, and the 
preparedness team has that to work from. Pr. Linda also wanted to mention that we are providing 
lunches 5 days a week for meet-up and eat up thanks to the Houston Baptist Church, Bethany 
Evangelical Free Church, the Catholic Church and Looney Valley Lutheran Church. They have 
also still been receiving good financial donations. Each church has been given $300 to help them 
offset costs for preparing the food, such as coolers, supplies, etc. She also wanted to highlight that 
the MN Census has asked to use our building on July 31st for doing some training. It will be 2 
trainers as well as 8-10 workers. They will be social distancing and wearing masks. We will also 
only open 1 bathroom (handicap accessible one) and limit door use. The Hoedown coronation will 
also be using our building on July 25th for their interviews. It will only be the judges and the 
candidate as well as their chaperon. Pr. Linda also wanted to mention that the family of Arless 
Markegard has donated a wheelchair to the church. She also wanted to mention that the story walk 
put on by the library is now in front of the Church. Please walk by and check it out. We were also 
given $375 from the Houston area disaster relief fund. This is to be used as we wish. They received 
a grant and wanted to distribute it to all of the churches in the community. Lastly, Pr. Linda would 
like to take a personal vacation from August 17-24th. This would mean that we would move the 
next council meeting to August 25th. All council members present at the meeting were ok with this 
date change.  
 

b. President’s Report:   
President Lynn Meyer’s report is below:  
 

For July 21, 2020 Church Council meeting:  
 

The following represents my involvement in various Cross of Christ issues during the past month 
plus highlights of certain matters that may or may not come up during cabinet reports or other 
segments of our council agenda discussions. 

 
Meetings Attended: 

 

 June 16 Church Council Zoom meeting  

 June 28 Presented Karen Todd with thanks and gift on behalf of the congregation during 
online worship 

 July 3 Wrote a $2,000 Covid-19 Relief Grant to SEMN domestic relief fund for purchasing 
new technology equipment.  

 July 14 Zoom Executive Committee meeting 
 

It was my distinct honor and privilege to present Karen Todd with our congregation’s thanks and 
appreciation for her 14 years of service to Cross of Christ. We honored and blessed Karen during 
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our worship service on June 28th. The congregation gifted her with a gift certificate to La Crosse 
Memorials where she will select her own landscape rock and have it engraved with whatever she 
wants it to say, a gift certificate to Meyer Gardens in Caledonia and a bowl hand-crafted by Roger 
Meyer. We wish all good things for Karen in her well-earned retirement.  
 
Covid-19 Relief Grant: 
 
The Southeastern MN Synod (ELCA) invited congregations to apply for Covid-19 Relief Grants 
through their domestic relief fund.  The priority areas for these granting dollars will go to 
applicants 1) responding to direct community needs in a new or expanded way and/or 2) 
responding to the evolving technical needs of faith communities seeking to do ministry in 
innovative ways in this time. They have a total of $32,000 available and the application deadline 
was July 10th. On July 3rd I completed a grant application in the amount of $2,000 to purchase an 
iPad and a laptop to continue providing online worship services and to conduct confirmation 
classes, youth and family events, adult bible study and other spiritual and educational events 
through Zoom or other means with capability to share documents. Grant recipients will be notified 
by July 24th.  
 
CABINET HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
Finance Cabinet will report on current financials.    
 
Personnel Cabinet.  Amanda Langheinrich began her new job as Office Administrator on 
Monday, June 15th. Karalee and Maria Christensen were hired as part-time AV tech support 
technicians and have been assisting Pr. Linda during online worship services since Sunday, June 
21st. Lynda McNamer resigned her position as custodian effective May 31st and Melinda Nelson 
started as custodian on June 29th.   
 
Stewardship Cabinet has begun the process of developing gift acceptance policies.  
 
OLD BUSINESS:    
 
Preparedness Team met July 14th to further develop readiness for the Cross of Christ Re-Opening 
Plan. See their written report. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 

Habitat for Humanity Faith Build  
 
The faith communities throughout the Coulee Region have been invited by Habitat for Humanity of 
La Crosse to participate in a Faith Building program to build a home for a family in need. Options 
for participation include praying for the project, providing volunteers to work on the project and 
provide funding. The Council will discuss this at the July 21st meeting and decide how to proceed.  
 
Lynn Meyer, President 
Cross of Christ Congregation Council 

 
Lynn wanted to highlight that she submitted an application to the SE MN Synod Disaster Relief 
fund for $2,000 to purchase a new ipad or computer for conducting the live services. She will keep 
us posted on our application. Update: We received a grant in the amount of $1,500.  
 

c. Secretary’s Report:   
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i.  Pr. Linda made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 16th meeting. Holly 

Westby seconded the motion to approve the minutes from the meeting. Motion passed 
unanimously.   

d. Financial Administrator’s Report: 
i. Considering the impacts that COVID has had on our in-person services, we were within 

$400 of budget as of last month (May).  For the past few months, revenue has been down.  
But expenses were down by about the same amount. 

ii. The revenue trend that we’ve been seeing continued in June.  June total income was down 
about $3,211 compared to budget.  But unlike the past couple of months, expenses were 
not down by the same amount.  Expenses were down $844 compared with budget.  So 
unlike the past couple of months, we did not finish the month on budget.  The budget for 
June called for a deficit of ($2,987); the actual deficit was ($5,341).  Computer expense, 
worship supplies and building repairs were expense items that were above budget. 

iii. For the year through June 30th, we are at about break even.  We are at a deficit of ($389) 
through June compared with a budgeted surplus of $2,405. Patrick wanted to note that 
when a congregation member found out about our deficit, they donated this amount to 
offset our deficit, so we are now at a breakeven point for the year.  

iv. Pr. Linda wanted to mention that she churched some numbers comparing giving last year 
to this year. While it is down some, approximately 10-15%, it really isn’t down that much 
compared to last year. She also wanted to note that in our budget, we accounted for a 2% 
increase in giving.  

v. Susan Ferris made a motion to approve the June Financial administrators report. Jill 
Hahn seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

e. Financial Secretary’s Report:  
i. Amanda Absent. Nothing to report.  
ii. Alysia Woodard made a motion to approve the June financial secretary’s reports. Kathy 

Olson seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

2. CABINET REPORTS: 

 
a. Education:  

i. Alysia wanted to report that Diane is working on a virtual VBS packet that they are hoping 
to get to families in the next few weeks. Pr. Linda wanted to mention that she talked to 
Diane and she is planning on having the packets ready for pick up next week.  

b. Evangelism:  
i. Holly had nothing new to report.  

c. Finance:   
i. Gwen absent. No report.  

d. Personnel:   
i. Krin received a handbook to review for new personnel. She also reported that the cabinet 

needs to meet to get the Educational Leader position posted so Diane can step down.  
e. C of C Grounds :  

i. Joe absent.   
1. Lynn mentioned that the yellow paint on the back step has worn off. She would 

like this to be repainted so it’s more clear that there is a step there. She will reach 
out to Joe and Keith (building cabinet) to see if either of them can take care of it.  

f. C of C Building:   
i. Keith absent. No report.   

g. Stone Church:   
i. LeRoy reported that he’s been out checking on the church periodically to make sure the 

fans are working and nothing is out of order.  
h. Stewardship & Missions:  

i. Ellen absent.  The cabinet is working on a gift acceptance policy. She should have more to 
report at the next meeting.  

i. Worship & Music:   
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i. Kathy had nothing new to report.  

ii. Pr. Linda wanted to make a request to the worship team that we do an outdoor worship 
service on August 9th. There are 2 baptisms that day, so it would be nice for the family to 
be able to have more people present without as many restrictions. Pr. Linda mentioned that 
she would like the preparedness team to help with a plan for this. They already have this in 
the works. She mentioned that we need to test the equipment, as well as the piano outdoors 
to make sure everything works. We will need lots of volunteers, such as ushers, and people 
helping set up and take down equipment. We will also need people to help direct 
individuals where to set up their cars or where people can park. Obviously this will all be 
weather pending. Masks will be required. What are the next steps? Jill is getting started on 
a document for this. She will send sections to Lynn to help out with. Holly volunteered to 
help out with the outdoor service.  

iii. Holly Westby made a motion to support Pr. Linda’s request to hold an outdoor worship 
service on August 9 th, pending a completed preparedness plan as well as ample volunteers. 
Sue Ferris seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

j. Youth & Family:   
i. Jessica absent. Nothing to report.  

k. W/ELCA:  
i. Sue had nothing new to report.  

3. OLD BUSINESS:   
a. Little Free Pantry 

i. Lynn mentioned that the little free pantry is in a west facing position on the church 
property and it has been getting very warm during these hot summer days. We need to 
move it to a more cool spot. We could move it down under the shade tree, or we could 
move it under the front canopy or the back canopy. We just want to make sure it’s not in 
the way for funerals or weddings, etc. We also want to make sure it’s still visible and that 
people are comfortable walking up to it. Another option was to put it by the walkway 
between the manor and CofC, but this area gets a lot of sun and people would have to 
access it from the manor parking lot. Pr. Linda wanted to stress that it’s important to have 
it in an accessible spot. If we move it close to the building, people likely won’t use it as 
often. The plan the council came up with is to turn it around so it’s facing north and put the 
sign on the back of it instead the front. If it’s still too hot we could put a film on the 
windows to help lower the heat gain. Lynn will keep us posted.  

b. Preparedness Team Status Report 
i. Jill is working on the template for the preparedness plan. The team has another meeting on 

August 4th to work on planning the outdoor worship and to get some volunteers to help 
out. She said that they will reach out to Jim Edwards to see if he can help gather some 
ushers for the service to help seat people. Jill mentioned that they will start looking for 
volunteers before their next meeting.  

4. NEW BUSINESS:   
a. Habitat for Humanity Faith Build 

i. Thrivent and Habitat for Humanity have partnered to build the next habitat home. There 
are several ways to give. 1) provide volunteers for the actual build or 2) help fund the 
project. They mentioned that they are mostly looking for funds right now as they are low. 
Thrivent is matching all donations dollar-for-dollar. The house will be built in La Crosse. 
A family has not been identified yet. The council needs to decide if and how we want to 
participate. If we want to participate financially, where would this money come from? We 
have our mission buckets, as well as our undesignated memorials fund. It would be up to 
the council to decide if this fits in with the local SE MN mission bucket. We also need to 
be cautious of making sure we don’t deplete these funds as well. Right now there is $3,085 
in the local mission fund and $5,000 in the youth and family funds, which is carryover 
from past years. Pr. Linda mentioned that she would not feel comfortable using the youth 
and family money for this. We are so early on in this pandemic and there are so many 
unknowns, we don’t want to deplete these funds since we will likely need them in the near 
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future. After further discussion, the council all agreed to not make a donation. It doesn’t 
feel right to donate money outside of our community at this time.  

5. OPEN DISCUSSION: 
a. None.  

6. Upcoming Events: 
a. July – August (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday) – Meet up and Eat up 
b. July 30th – Circle Briefing (FB Live) 
c. July  22nd, 29th August 5th, 12th – 4:00 pm prayer hour 
d. July 23rd – Print PV 
e. July 25th – Hoedown Pageant Interviews Fellowship Hall 
f. July 31st  – Census Training Fellowship Hall 
g. August 2nd and August 9th – Baptisms 
h. August 16th – Drive Up Communion 
i. August 25th – Church Council  

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Paige Markegard, Secretary 
CROSS OF CHRIST CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 


